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MEMORANDUM  

To:   Interested Parties 
From:  American Accountability Foundation 
Re: The Civilian Climate Corps is a Massive Trojan Horse to Fund the Left’s Radical 

Activist Activity 
Date: August 31, 2021 

 
Outlined in the following report are the details of a coalition of radical left-wing groups who are 
coming together to enact a massive jobs and advocacy program ostensibly focused on 
environmental issue but having a far broader impact on American life.   
 
Before highlighting the specifics of the agendas of the groups that they will be able to 
implement under the Civilian Climate Corps (CCC), it is important to be cognizant of the 
approach to policy and advocacy of the left.  While moderates and conservatives often think of 
policy as discrete issue areas – defense, social issues, etc. – the left takes a different approach 
to policy, advocacy, and activism.  The left believes in the concept of intersectionality where 
overlapping policy areas are all intertwined.  As one of the organizers of the group behind the 
CCC noted, “Racial justice, economic justice, immigration justice—it’s all climate justice. And 
in our decade of the Green New Deal, justice will be front and center.”  To properly understand 
the impact of the groups involved in the CCC movement this approach to policy must be kept at 
front of mind.   
 
Using that context, it’s important to understand some of the goals of the groups that will 
animate the deployment of the Civilian Climate Corps if the legislation is enacted:  
 

• Immediately ban all new fossil fuel and extractive energy projects. 

• Close down large scale “factory farming.” 

• Decarbonize the economy, leading to the prohibition of internal combustion engines. 

• Banning genetically modified foods and bottled water.  

• Unionization of the private sector.  

• Ending immigration detention, essentially creating open borders. 

• Defunding the police.  

• Closing prisons and releasing violent criminals. 

The goals are clear, but it is important to understand the mechanics of the programs.  While 
details are thin, the program would be massive, costing $132 billon deploying 1.5 million 
climate activists to the streets to agitate for climate policies and implement the left’s agenda.        
Little noticed is fact that the legislation would depart from the long-standing policy of the U.S. 
government of not providing benefits, beyond emergency needs, to illegal aliens.   The CCC  
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would spend nearly $9 billion providing generous benefits, including $25,000 in college tuition 
benefits, to upwards of 102,000 illegal aliens working as part of the climate corps.   
 
Passage of the CCC would be one of the largest boosts both in finances and manpower to the 
institutional left in decades. It would deploy a profound number of people to advocate on 
behalf of the left and create a generation of Americans who grew up working for the activist 
groups of the left wing of American politics.    It would likely cement the progressive left as the 
leading driver of policy in American life. 
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LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND AND UNDERPINNING ENABLING LEFTIST AGENDA 
 
On April 20, 2021, Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez introduced identical versions of the “Civilian Climate Corps for Jobs and Justice Act,” S, 
1244 and H.R. 2670 respectively. 1  The press releases and endorsement statements associated 
with the legislation talk glowingly of a youth corps dedicated to building solar panels, wind 
turbines, and other supposed green projects, but a detailed review of the legislation tells a 
different story.  Integral to the legislation are provisions that reveal that the true focus of the 
bills is to release a cadre of young people empowered with the funding and support to promote 
a radical agenda in America’s communities.  
 
The legislation envisions a Civilian Climate Corps (CCC) of 1,500,000 workers deployed in 
America’s communities over five years. It does this by increasing the mandate of the Clinton era 
AmeriCorps with an additional section dedicated to climate advocacy, organization, and 
promotional activity.  
 
The legislation divides the program into two parts – a federally White House run program which 
will receive 66% of the funding (Section 199(Q)) and a grant-based program which will receive 
33% of the funding (Section 199(R)) that will be distributed out to liberal partners at non-profits 
and unions.  
 
Federal Program Must Partner with Local Left-Wing Activist Groups 
 
While two-third of the money is kept in Washington, the legislation specifically mandates that 
the activities of the nationally managed program be integrated with local advocacy groups.  The 
carve out in Section 199(R)(k)(2) of the legislation is clear: 
 

COORDINATION WITH LOCAL ENTITIES AND INSTITUTIONS.—The Director shall ensure 
that Civilian Climate Corps activities carried out under the national climate service 
program under this section are— 
... 
(2) planned and implemented in a manner that incorporates local knowledge and planning 
wherever practicable, incorporating broad-based input and partnership with the 
community served, local community-based agencies, and local labor organizations; 

 
The specific call out of local labor unions and the following language in the legislation 
mandating “environmental justice” initiatives make it clear that the federal climate corps are 
intended to be an adjunct to local left-wing advocacy organizing activities.2 
 

 
1 https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr2670/BILLS-117hr2670ih.pdf  
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/s1244/BILLS-117s1244is.pdf  
2 S 1244 Page  

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr2670/BILLS-117hr2670ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/s1244/BILLS-117s1244is.pdf
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‘‘(i) ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE REQUIREMENT.— The Director shall ensure that not less 
than 50 percent of Civilian Climate Corps labor and investment under this section supports 
climate service projects that are based in under-resourced communities of need, of which, 
not less than 10 percent of such funds for under-resourced communities of need shall 
support projects that are based in Indian country. 

 
Identical language appears in the CCC grant based program and “Environmental Justice” 
mandates appear in five other sections of the legislation.  
 
An initial reading of this language would lead a casual reader to believe it was focused on poor 
communities – and the sponsors of this legislation could have designated the funds go to 
census tracts with some percentage of the population living below the federal poverty line a 
common legislative drafting convention, but they chose not to.  Instead, they included this 
circular language defining a “community of need”: 
 

(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The Climate Corps roadmap shall include the following: 
(5) Identification of under-resourced communities of need, defined as regions and 
communities most in need of Civilian Climate Corps labor and workforce development. 

 
This is such a vague definition that it gives the CCC Executive Director, who will undoubtedly be 
an ally of the radical left, unlimited discretion to direct funds wherever he wants.  The 
communities most “in need of Civilian Climate Corps labor” could be those where there is low 
adoption of roof top solar and a door-to-door campaign to adopt solar is needed or a 
community where homes are older and the Executive Director thinks that there needs to be 
young people going door-to-door performing energy audits.   It could also be those who need 
to have a better understanding of the supposed history of “environmental racism” in the United 
States.  
 
The term “Environmental Justice” is steeped in the inherent disdain for the values and history 
of America, viewing America’s national achievements through the most negative light possible, 
and is a close ally of the Critical Race Theory movement.  National Public Radio’s reporting on 
the issue succinctly summarized the disdain for America held by those leading the 
“Environmental Justice” movement.3 
 

"I think the concept of environmental justice goes way back way before the founding of 
the Republic, when you had the invasion of this hemisphere by the Europeans," says 
Quentin Pair, who teaches at Howard University in Washington, D.C., who served for 35 
years as a lead trial attorney on environmental cases at the Department of Justice and led 
much of its work on environmental justice. "It always seems to be the people who suffer 
these indignities are people of color and the poor." 

 
 

 
3 https://www.npr.org/2021/01/29/956012329/hope-and-skepticism-as-biden-promises-to-address-
environmental-racism  

https://www.npr.org/2021/01/29/956012329/hope-and-skepticism-as-biden-promises-to-address-environmental-racism
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/29/956012329/hope-and-skepticism-as-biden-promises-to-address-environmental-racism
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Mandatory Union Shop Requirements  
 
The drafters are critically aware that the labor movement can be incredibly valuable to this 
effort by swelling their ranks, and therefore the coffers of unions which fund Democrat 
campaigns, and bringing a ready on-the-ground group of activists to carry the message of the 
CCC.  To bolster their advocates in the labor movement, the legislation explicitly requires the 
adoption of prevailing wage requirements for contractors looking to work with the program, 
but more perniciously looks to give its union allies, many of whom are endorsing the legislation 
a leg up by forcing any contractor who works with the CCC to remain neutral in a unionization 
effort.  From Section 199(R)(m): 
 

(m) LABOR POLICIES FOR ENTITIES WORKING WITH THE NATIONAL CLIMATE SERVICE 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The national climate service program shall—  
(A) enter into agreements and cooperation only with entities that pledge 

to remain neutral in labor organizing efforts among employees who participate in 
activities related to the agreement or cooperation with the Civilian Climate Corps;  

 
This effectively gives labor unions, and their allied groups who are supporting this legislation, a 
tool to bludgeon companies that want to contract with the CCC – a $132 billion program - to 
allow a union in their company or face exclusion.  This provision would be a huge advantage to 
unionized companies over a non-union company, creating a situation where the CCC would only 
contract a company who had voted for a union rather than a company whose employees have 
rejected a union at the company.  
 
Government Funded Left Wing Advocacy Jobs Available to 22 million Illegal Aliens 
 
Unlike the current AmeriCorps program, which specifically requires participants to be United 
States Citizens stating, “Who is eligible for AmeriCorps? AmeriCorps is open to U.S. citizens, 
nationals, or lawful permanent resident aliens.” The Markey/AOC bill explicitly envisions 
recruiting illegal aliens into the federally funded climate corps.  From Section 199Q(b) of the 
proposed legislation4:  
 

‘(b) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—An individual shall be eligible for selection for the national 
climate service program if the individual is, or will be, at least 17 years of age on or before 
December 31 of the calendar year in  which the individual enrolls in the program, 
regardless of  immigration status.  

 
Under the reasonable assumption that Congress is currently aware of AmeriCorps’s citizenship 
requirement, the affirmative act of including the broad “regardless of immigration status” 

 
4 S. 1244 page 7.  
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language can reasonably be construed to be an expression that they wish to open the program 
to the estimated 22 million illegal aliens in the United States.5  
 
Markey / AOC Bill will Spend $8.976 Billion Providing 102,000 Federally Funded Jobs to Illegal 
Aliens 
 
As the Sierra Club, one of the endorsers of the bill notes the, “Markey-AOC bill proposes 
spending $132 billion to employ 1.5 million Americans over five years.”6  This translates to 
$88,000 a year per job when admin costs and overhead are factored in. (nearly triple the 
$15/hour annual salary). The increase is due in part to the fact that in addition to their $15 
salary, CCC corpsmen are also granted a generous college tuition benefit, $25,000 to $50,000, 
as well as full health care benefits, which in a departure from nearly all current federal 
programs will now be available to illegal aliens.    
 
As the Yale study mentioned above notes, in 2016 there were 22.1 million illegal aliens in the 
United States.  Since the age demographics are not clearly broken out, we will calculate the 
number of eligible illegal aliens as if their demographics were similar to those of the United 
States population generally, despite the fact that there is likely a larger concentration of illegal 
aliens in the workforce targeted by the CCC program, $15/hour workers.  Nonetheless in 2016 
the population of the United States was 324,310,011.7 This translates to 6.8% of the population 
being in the country illegally.   
 
Since the CCC would be available to these individuals, if they joined at a rate similar to their 
representation in the population, 102,000 illegal aliens would participate in the Civilian Climate 
Corps. At $88,000 a worker, hiring 102,000 illegal aliens in the CCC would cost taxpayers $8.976 
billion.  
 
Illegal Aliens Can Work When They Return Home 
 
Reinforcing that the goals of the legislation are part of a multi-national effort to implement a 
radical Marxist agenda, the advocates for this legislation are permitting their conservation 
corps funding to be spent in the foreign countries sending the United States illegal aliens. From 
Section 199Q(c)(2): 
 

(2) SERVICE IN COMMUNITIES OF ORIGIN.—To the extent practicable, the Director shall 
ensure that participants are provided opportunities to perform service in their 
communities of origin if desired. 

 

 
5 https://insights.som.yale.edu/insights/yale-study-finds-twice-as-many-undocumented-immigrants-as-previous-
estimates  
6 https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now  
7 https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-tps158.html  

https://insights.som.yale.edu/insights/yale-study-finds-twice-as-many-undocumented-immigrants-as-previous-estimates
https://insights.som.yale.edu/insights/yale-study-finds-twice-as-many-undocumented-immigrants-as-previous-estimates
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-tps158.html
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This section is consistent with creating a situation where some illegal aliens could work in the 
United States part of the time, but also transit into and out of the country illegally while still 
preserving their federal benefit from the CCC.  While “community of origin” is not a common 
term of art, when coupled with the “regardless of immigration status” it can be construed as 
allowing CCC participants to serve in the foreign countries in which they were born.  
 
Types of Service Projects Permitted by the Legislation Provide Insight Into Goals 
 
Many of the “Service Projects” permitted under Section 199T of the legislation are activities 
that are conducted by the private sector, particularly those that rely heavily on construction. As 
the legislation makes it clear it contemplates that: 8  
 

The Director may provide grants under this section to States, subdivisions of States, 
territories, Indian tribes, public or private nonprofit organizations, labor organizations, 
Federal agencies, or institutions of higher education. 

 
The legislation conspicuously omits private companies from the grantees, ensuring that most of 
the grants will go to governments, non-profits (which explicitly includes 501(c)4 activist groups), 
and labor unions.  When this is coupled with the pro-union provisions of the bill, the likelihood 
of their being significant private sector participation seems low. This is likely by design by the 
bills drafters since if they were serious about deploying renewable technologies into the 
marketplace, they would have explicitly included private contractors who have the most 
expertise in deploying these technologies.  Having not done that this leaves a grant receiving 
universe that is likely to be dominated by the drafters allies, labor unions and leftist non-profits.   
 
The permissible grant activities outlined in the bill will permit some of the most problematic left 
wing activist activity.  Section 199T contains the core of the permitted activities including: 
 

‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The service projects carried out by the national climate service program 
and recipients of grants from the national climate service grant program shall help 
communities respond to climate change and transition to a clean economy, through one 
or more of the following activities:  
(1) Reducing carbon emissions, which may include—   

(D) conducting energy audits;  
(E) recommending ways for households to improve energy efficiency;  

 
(2) Enabling a coordinated transition to renewable energy, which may include— 

(A) advising on climate and energy policy;  
 
(3) Building healthier and pollution-free communities, which may include— 

(A) working with schools and youth programs to educate students and youth 
about ways to reduce home energy use and improve the environment;  
(B) assisting in the development of local recycling and composting programs;  

 
8 S. 1244 page 16 
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(4) Mitigating the effects of disasters and other trends related to climate change, which 
may include— 

(A) performing community resilience assessments; 
(B) collecting and analyzing data related to climate change and disasters; 
(C) advising and planning for community resilience and adaptation;  

 
(5) Preparing communities for disaster, which may include— 

(A) organizing community-based resiliency coalitions and working groups;  
(B) providing disaster preparedness or community emergency response team 
training to community-based organizations and residents, including for animals 
in disasters; 
(C) providing education on climate change, disaster, and resilience at community 
based organizations and schools; and  

 
(8) Additional projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to keep temperatures below 
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrialized levels, tackle pollution to promote 
environmental justice, and build community prosperity and resilience in the face of the 
climate crisis and economic transitions, as determined by the Director and in consultation 
with the Advisory Board.  
 
(b) PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT TO REAL PROPERTY PERMITTED.—The service projects 
carried out by the national climate service program and recipients of grants from the 
national climate service grant program are permitted to expend funds under this subtitle 
that make permanent improvement to real property not owned by the United States 
Government, as long as labor for that improvement is undertaken by Civilian Climate 
Corps members.   

 
The provisions under this section are extremely broad and provide significant latitude for the 
Climate Corps to fund the operations of their supporters at the expense of the federal 
taxpayers. Section 8 above is so vague that it could permit the Director to fund any activity as 
long as they think it would have an impact on climate.  Importantly, all of the supporters of the 
legislation outlined following in this report would be eligible for grants to fund the staff of their 
organizations under the funds provided by this legislation.   
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CCC WILL BE SUBSIDIZING POLITICAL AND LOBBYING ACTIVITIES BY DEMOCRAT ALLIES   
 
Most Americans do not believe their federal tax payments are going to subsidize activities that 
are political in nature, but by creating a Civilian Climate Corp that is funding organizations and 
placing paid staff with political organizations, that is exactly what the CCC will be doing.   A 
number of the groups who are championing the CCC are not impartial groups unconcerned with 
the electoral outcome of races, but are rather in league with the Democrat party aiding their 
efforts through activism, organizing, and issue advocacy.    
 
$20 M Barrage of Issues Ads Slated 
 
Issue ads are the tax preferenced ads where 
pressure groups get to run ads attacking a 
Member of Congress, and as long as they 
don’t specifically call for their election or 
defeat, and can use a tax exempt status to do 
it.   Organizing for Justice, the 501(c)4 adjunct 
to the group Justice Democrats is doing just 
that, airing an ad in Newport News right now 
attacking the local Democrat Congressman. 
 
The ad attacking Bobby Scott is just the first in what promises to be a huge push to pressure 
lawmakers – many in competitive districts and states – into passing the CCC bill. 9 
 

Last week, the League of Conservation Voters and Climate Power announced they plan to 
host at least 31 events in states including Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
and Nevada to encourage lawmakers to go big on climate spending in reconciliation. 
Those groups will spend more than $10 million in paid advertisements, in addition to 
another $10 million in advertising they announced last month. 
"We absolutely expect all members of Congress, but particularly every Democratic senator 
to seize this moment," Tiernan Sittenfeld, the senior vice president of government affairs 
for the League of Conservation Voters, told CNN in a recent interview. 

 
Activities Like this Will be Supercharged with a CCC  
 
If the CCC is enacted, the groups who are running issue ads right now, in the future, will be able 
to shift a portion of the costs for this advocacy off onto the CCC staff under the legislation’s  
charge that its members should “Enabling a coordinated transition to renewable energy, which 
may include advising on climate and energy policy.”  Urging a congressman to take a particular 
position on climate issues, would be clearly within rubric of advising them on climate and 
energy policy.   

 
9 https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/09/politics/sunrise-movement-congress-climate-change-campaign/index.html  

https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/09/politics/sunrise-movement-congress-climate-change-campaign/index.html
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THE CCC IS THE BRAINCHILD OF GROUPS WAY OUTSIDE THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN 

THOUGHT  
   
When evaluating programs like the CCC – those that are novel and short on detail – it is 
important to understand the advocates of the legislation.  The CCC leaves a great deal of 
discretion to the administration to fill in the management and operation of the program and 
discerning what vague language means will often require divining intent from its advocates.  
Additionally, those most invested in the legislation, its sponsors and advocates are often those 
who take a leadership role in the administration of new programs.   
 
The policies of the advocates of the CCC include:  
 

• A gradual elimination of police departments: “Defunding the police doesn’t mean an immediate 

elimination of all law enforcement, nor does it mean immediately zeroing out police-

department budgets.”10 

 
• Banning all fossil fuels – under the rubric of saving the environment, many of the groups 

involved in the coalition pushing the CCC have taken up the mantel of decarbonizing the 

economy and shifting to renewable.11 This would disproportionally impact the poor as they 

attempt to afford electric vehicles which are more expensive and are forced to retro-fit homes 

to be powered by electricity instead of clean natural gas or home heating oil.  

 
• Freeing Cop-Killers – In addition to the Defund the Police activities, allies have advocated for 

releasing cop-killers like Mumia Abu-Jamal. 12 

 
• Forcing up the Price of Foods by Banning Genetically Modified Organisms.   Genetic engineering 

of crops accounts for the plentiful and cheap food supply that Americans and the world enjoy.  

By banning GMO, the groups supporting the CCC would radically increase the cost of groceries 

for all Americans.   

  

 
10 https://m4bl.org/defund-the-police/  
11 https://peoplesaction.org/campaigns/people-planet-first/    
https://trainings.350.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Paddle-Power-Manual-theory-and-tactics-of-
kayaktivism.pdf   
https://trainings.350.org/climate-resistance-handbook/   
https://www.peoplescharter.us/read-the-charter    
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-
ruining-our-climate/     
12 https://m4bl.org/amnesty-for-protestors/  

https://m4bl.org/defund-the-police/
https://peoplesaction.org/campaigns/people-planet-first/
https://trainings.350.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Paddle-Power-Manual-theory-and-tactics-of-kayaktivism.pdf
https://trainings.350.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Paddle-Power-Manual-theory-and-tactics-of-kayaktivism.pdf
https://trainings.350.org/climate-resistance-handbook/
https://www.peoplescharter.us/read-the-charter
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-ruining-our-climate/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-ruining-our-climate/
https://m4bl.org/amnesty-for-protestors/
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CCC BACKERS ARE AGGRESSIVE AND CONFRONTATIONAL 
 
The backers of the CCC cast the climate crisis in existential terms – for them this bill and the 
broader green new deal are about saving humanity from extinction.  When the stakes are that 
high, it is reasonable to believe that the groups will take any measures necessary to execute on 
that agenda.   With a cadre of CCC corps on their team, these group will now be able to super-
charge their advocacy efforts to “save the planet.”  
 
Noxious Door to Door and Personally Intrusive Agitation 
 
The groups leading the advocacy for this bill are at the front lines of the noxious door-to-door 
advocacy activities that most Americans hate.  These groups have perfected the personal 
unsolicited texting campaigns, the intrusive dinner-time door knocking, and the robo-dailed 
phone calls that Americans have come to hate. 13 
 
In-Person Confrontational Activism  
 
The groups involved in the advocacy for the CCC have also employed some of the most 
aggressive and confrontational techniques of advocacy on the left.  These have included 
trespassing on private property to stage violent confrontations on the lawns of political 
adversaries.  Another group has been so aggressive in illicit advocacy techniques that they have 
had seven different court-issued retraining orders implemented against them forcing them to 
stay off a business’s property during protests after repeated violations of court orders. 14 15 
 
Create a Massive Database of Information on Citizens 
 
The groups lobbying and advocating for the CCC nearly all work through the ActBlue! 
Fundraising platform, a massive data collection effort coordinated by the Democrat Party and 
the left to gather information about Americans.16  When coupled with a cadre of CCC 
volunteers who are able to input additional information about Americans such as the type of 
cars they drive, whether they recycle, and what type of energy they use, the Democrat Party 
and its supporters will have a massive database of personal information about Americans.    

 
13 https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-
calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/   
https://democracyalliance.org/organization/indivisible/   
https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org/act/food-water-watch-text-call-volunteer-
form?ms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page&oms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page  
https://www.evergreenaction.com/jobs/PoliticalDirector_Jan2021.pdf   
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/programs-support-offerings/  
14  https://united4respect.org/  
15 https://money.cnn.com/2010/05/19/news/companies/SEIU_Bank_of_America_protest.fortune/index.htm  
16 https://secure.actblue.com/donate/indivisible-web?refcode=homepage  
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/donate/  
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/justicedemocrats?refcode=website  

https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/
https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/
https://democracyalliance.org/organization/indivisible/
https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org/act/food-water-watch-text-call-volunteer-form?ms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page&oms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page
https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org/act/food-water-watch-text-call-volunteer-form?ms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page&oms=fwws_ot_03222021_take-action-page
https://www.evergreenaction.com/jobs/PoliticalDirector_Jan2021.pdf
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/programs-support-offerings/
https://united4respect.org/
https://money.cnn.com/2010/05/19/news/companies/SEIU_Bank_of_America_protest.fortune/index.htm
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/indivisible-web?refcode=homepage
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/donate/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/justicedemocrats?refcode=website
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CCC ADVOCATES ARE GOING TO PLACE THEMSELVES IN SCHOOLS TO INDOCTRINATE CHILDREN 
 
The advocates for the CCC have been successful in including language in the legislation that 
clears the path for placing CCC members in classrooms to advocate for their left-wing agenda.17 
From the bill text the CCC staffer will be:  
 

Building healthier and pollution-free communities, which may include— 
(A) working with schools and youth programs to educate students and youth about ways 
to reduce home energy use and improve the environment; 
(H) developing farm to institution distribution models to make schools, hospitals, and 
other institutions healthier and more food resilient. 
 
(5) Preparing communities for disaster, which may include— 
(C) providing education on climate change, disaster, and resilience at community based 
organizations and schools 

 

Small California Climate Corp Test Project Pushes 
Radical Agenda in Schools 
 
The Climate Corps Network run out of San Francisco , a 
test bed for the large national CCC, provides an insight 
into what would come from a larger federal climate 
corps.   
 
The group has a variety of aggressive proposals that they 
are promoting in schools in the Bay area.  One example is 
their urging local schools to fine and tow individuals who 
accidentally park in the exclusive electrical vehicle 
spaces. 18 While this might seem like a nuisance, the 
initiative is part of a broader effort to attack fossil fuels.  
 
Another briefing from the California Climate Corps 
blames capitalism for the cause of environmental 
problems and human suffering.  19 
 
The same radical group is also driving a wedge between 
Americans by casting environmental issues in a racial 
light by blaming white people’s indifference for 
environmental problems. 20  

 
17 S 1244 P. 35 & 36.  
18 https://www.climatecorps.org/uploads/1/1/2/6/11264215/sustainability_blitz_update_4.pdf  
19 https://www.climatecorps.org/uploads/1/1/2/6/11264215/sustainability_blitz.pdf  
20 Ibid 

https://www.climatecorps.org/uploads/1/1/2/6/11264215/sustainability_blitz_update_4.pdf
https://www.climatecorps.org/uploads/1/1/2/6/11264215/sustainability_blitz.pdf
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THE GROUPS WHO STAND TO BENEFIT 
 
As the legislative analysis above details, the guidelines for what the Civilian Climate Corps 
members can do is extremely broad, permitting a wide variety of activities that have a goal of 
serving the environmental movement or addressing climate change.   
 
Further, there’s little definition or structure to the Civilian Climate Corps in the scant details 
associated with the legislation.  The summation of the structure of the Climate Corps appears to 
be that it will be like the Civilian Conservation Corp from the 1930s, but not racist and sexist like 
that program, and actively woke and revolutionary.   
 
In addition to the concerns about expansive permitted activities and scant structural detailing, 
there is the eye-popping $132 billion price-tag.  Beyond the $132 billion top-line all we know is 
that it’ll hire 1.5 million people, many of them illegal aliens, will pay them around $15/hour and 
give them anywhere between $25,000 and $50,000 in college tuition or student loan 
repayments.  The details of the program are largely left to the imagination and the whim of the 
Executive Director of the program.  
 
With the little details that are available, we have attempted to quantify what funds would be 
flowing to the groups who have endorsed the CCC.     
 
Funding Analysis  
 
The Civilian Climate Corps envisioned by the Markey/AOC bill would be housed in the existing 
AmeriCorps program. The Civilian Climate Corp is based off the Civilian Conservation Corp, 
which there are still legacy chapters of in operation today.  This provides two important analogs 
to allow us to being making estimates for the future funding amounts distributed to 
organizations through grants from the CCC.   
 
The group Conservation Legacy, one of the nation’s leading Conservation Corps organizations,  
administers four different conservation corps, the Southwest Conservation Corps, Arizona 
Conservation Corps, Appalachian Conservation Corps, and the Southeast Conservation Corps, 
among other activities at their organization. Conservation Legacy also received AmeriCorps 
grants for this work, making then a reasonable guide for this analysis.  
 
Conservation Legacy in 2019 had a total annual expenditure of $27,736,018.  Of that total, 
$7,942,049 was expended for the Southwest Conservation Corps, $ 6,041,584 for the Arizona 
Conservation Corps, $ 1,199,228 for the Appalachian Conservation Corps, and $ 1,186,250 for 
the Southeast Conservation Corps totaling $16,369,111 or 59.01% of their annual budget with 
40.99% of their budget consumed by non-CCC activities.21  As this shows, these Conservation 

 
21 https://conservationlegacy.org/uploads/programs/CL-2019-12-AUDIT-Final-FS-1.pdf    

https://conservationlegacy.org/uploads/programs/CL-2019-12-AUDIT-Final-FS-1.pdf
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Corps funding consumes a significant portion of these groups budget representing over half of 
all expenditures, unsurprising considering the heavy human resources and management 
challenges associated with a large workforce.  
 
For calculating the percentage of an endorser organization’s activities that would be consumed 
by a new Civilian Climate Corps Program, we need to understand the current state of the 
legislation, and federal funding for these programs.   
 
The Markey/AOC bill provides $132 billion over five years, of which one third, $43.956 billion, is 
dedicated toward grant programs. 22 The Biden Administration requested $1.2 B for AmeriCorps 
in its 2022 budget request.  For the sake of this analysis this report will assume the AmeriCorps 
budget sees no increases over the additional four years and spends out a total of $6.051 over 
the five-year horizon of the Markey/AOC bill.   
 
This translates to a CCC grant program whose cost is 7.26 times as large as the existing 
AmeriCorps program – a number we’ll call the CCC multiplier.  
 
Our analysis below takes a two stage approach to calculating the CCC funding that would 
stream to the groups under the AOC program.  First it takes the groups existing total annual 
expenditures, and adds on a CCC component as a percentage of their existing budget, if the CCC 
were the same size as the current AmeriCorps, so that their current operations (non-CCC 
operations) are equivalent to the Conservation Legacy’s non-CCC activities – 41% of the total 
budget.    
 
Then to account for the massive increase in size and scope of the new program, the CCC portion 
of each groups increased budget will be multiplied by the CCC multiplier of 7.26, for a total new 
CCC expenditure.   
 

 
Most Recent 
Funding Level 

(Pre-CCC) 

New CCC Annual 
Funding if CCC 
Were Equal to 

AmeriCorps 

Total CCC Funding over 
Five Years With Larger 

CCC (7.26x) Grant 
Program  

CCC 
Staffers 
Funded 

Over Five 
Years  

Working Families Party $297,526.5023 $428,147.89 $15,541,768.42               177  

Common Defense $337,874.5024 $486,209.65 $17,649,410.16               201  

Sunrise Movement $642,800.0025 $925,004.88 $33,577,677.07               382  

Green Latinos $948,191.0026 $1,364,469.98 $49,530,260.11               563  

 
22 https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now  
23 https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/working-families-
party/C00606962/summary/2020  
24 https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/common-defense-action-
fund/C00620021/summary/2020  
25 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/464773036  
26 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/263386082 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/working-families-party/C00606962/summary/2020
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/working-families-party/C00606962/summary/2020
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/common-defense-action-fund/C00620021/summary/2020
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/common-defense-action-fund/C00620021/summary/2020
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/464773036
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/263386082
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Indigenous 
Environmental 
Network $1,017,193.0027 $1,463,765.54 $53,134,688.98               604  

People’s Action $1,815,324.0028 $2,612,295.51 $94,826,327.09            1,078  

Justice Democrats $2,890,564.5029 $4,159,592.82 $150,993,219.26            1,716  

United For Respect $5,094,957.0030 $7,331,767.39 $266,143,156.27            3,024  

Indivisible $13,407,869.0031 $19,294,250.51 $700,381,293.59            7,959  

Movement For Black 
Lives 32 $16,366,674.0033 $23,552,043.07 $854,939,163.56            9,715  

Food & Water Watch $17,940,410.0034 $25,816,687.56 $937,145,758.46          10,649  

Center For Biological 
Diversity $22,376,548.0035 $32,200,398.34 $1,168,874,459.80          13,283  

350.Org $25,224,956.0036 $36,299,326.93 $1,317,665,567.44          14,973  

Center For Popular 
Democracy $36,498,613.0037 $52,522,394.32 $1,906,562,913.71          21,665  

League Of Conservation 
Voters $36,914,836.0038 $53,121,349.37 $1,928,304,981.98          21,913  

Greenpeace USA $37,690,111.0039 $54,236,989.00 $1,968,802,700.70          22,373  

Evergreen Action 40 $98,641,867.0041 $141,948,052.51 $5,152,714,306.19          58,554  

Sierra Club $150,434,351.0042 $216,478,700.22 $7,858,176,817.97          89,297  

Service Employees 
International Union $219,936,601.0043 $316,494,133.15 $11,488,737,033.21        130,554  

 
 
While large, these total numbers are still well within the $43.956 billion (33% of the total 
Markey/AOC bill) funding that will be passed through to grantee organization and their 

 
27 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/383653476  
28 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/262613701 
29 https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/justice-democrats/C00630665/summary/2020  
30 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/133885314  
31 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/814944067  
32 The Movement for Black Lives is a project of the Common Counsel fund.  The financial and staffing analysis is 
calculated from Common Counsel’s financials.  
33 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/943214166  
34 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/320160439   
35 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/273943866  
36 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/261150699  
37 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/453813436 
38 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/521733698  
39 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/264486735  
40 Evergreen is not an independent organization but rather a project of the 1630 Fund, so funding analysis was 
completed using Evergreen as the proxy for the 1630 Fund CCC deployment.  The funding levels used in this 
analysis are those of the 1630 Fund.   
41 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/264486735  
42 https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/941153307  
43 https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/360852885_201812_990O_2020012317057848.pdf 

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/383653476
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/262613701
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/justice-democrats/C00630665/summary/2020
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/133885314
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/814944067
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/943214166
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/320160439
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/273943866
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/261150699
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/453813436
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/521733698
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/264486735
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/264486735
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/941153307
https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/360852885_201812_990O_2020012317057848.pdf
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participants.  Further the large utilization of labor unions like SEIU is consistent with the bills 
focus on union jobs and unions existing robust organizational infrastructure.  
 
State By State Analysis of CCC Job Corps Placements  
 
Most of the groups endorsing the CCC do not have clear information available on the 
geographic distribution of their membership, making it challenging to develop a clear outline of 
where they would deploy CCC members. In those cases, their state by state distributions have 
been allocated proportionally to the population of the country.  44 
 
The Service Employees’ International Union does have data available on where their 
membership is located and their CCC members were allocated according to where those 
members were located. 45 
 
Working within that framework, we estimate that CCC members working through the groups 
advocating for the CCC will be assigned to the following states in the following numbers.  
 

 

Activist 
Groups CCC 
Staffers 

SEIU CCC 
Staffers 

Total CCC 
Staffers Per 
State 

Alabama 4115  4115 

Alaska 614  614 

Arizona 6108 7 6115 

Arkansas 2532  2532 

California 33157 66482 99640 

Colorado 4832 258 5090 

Connecticut 2992 3911 6903 

Delaware 817  817 

District of Columbia 592 381 974 

Florida 18023 1561 19584 

Georgia 8910 133 9043 

Hawaii 1188  1188 

Idaho 1500 1 1500 

Illinois 10634 9138 19771 

Indiana 5649 38 5687 

Iowa 2648 19 2667 

Kansas 2445 30 2475 

Kentucky 3749 261 4010 

Louisiana 3901 34 3935 

 
44 State by state proportion drawn from: https://www.census.gov/search-
results.html?searchType=web&cssp=SERP&q=population%20by%20state  
45 SEIU State Proportion numbers drawn from this data: https://www.unionfacts.com/locals/Service_Employees  

https://www.census.gov/search-results.html?searchType=web&cssp=SERP&q=population%20by%20state
https://www.census.gov/search-results.html?searchType=web&cssp=SERP&q=population%20by%20state
https://www.unionfacts.com/locals/Service_Employees
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Maine 1128 302 1430 

Maryland 5073 846 5919 

Massachusetts 5784 5414 11198 

Michigan 8381 1527 9908 

Minnesota 4733 3051 7783 

Mississippi 2497 2 2499 

Missouri 5150 811 5962 

Montana 897 3 900 

Nebraska 1623 49 1672 

Nevada 2585 717 3302 

New Hampshire 1141 274 1415 

New Jersey 7454 573 8027 

New Mexico 1760 1 1761 

New York 16325 21649 37974 

North Carolina 8801  8801 

North Dakota 639 0 640 

Ohio 9809 1100 10909 

Oklahoma 3321  3321 

Oregon 3539 2193 5732 

Pennsylvania 10743 3880 14623 

Rhode Island 889  889 

South Carolina 4321 226 4546 

South Dakota 742 1 743 

Tennessee 5731 283 6014 

Texas 24332 124 24456 

Utah 2690 1 2691 

Vermont 524  524 

Virginia 7163 21 7184 

Washington 6390 4337 10727 

West Virginia 1504 37 1541 

Wisconsin 4886 248 5134 

Wyoming 486  486 

Puerto Rico 2680 620 3300 
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Evergreen Action 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE EVERGREEN ACTION 46 AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $5,152,714,306.19, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 58554 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP 

ACTIVISTS. 
 
Evergreen is a project of the Sixteen Thirty Fund, the hub of left wing advocacy, and not a 
legally separate organization.  Sixteen Thirty Fund, along with Arabella Advisors, New Venture 
Fund, and the Democracy Alliance are the center of the organized progressive movement.    
 
Evergreen Action is an explicitly activist and politically focused organization bringing political 
muscle, organization, and activism to the Civilian Climate Corps.  The group grew out of the 
environmental left wing of the 2020 Democrat Presidential primary. 47 
 

We are a group of former Gov. Jay Inslee for America staffers and supporters who came 
together in 2019 on a mission to elect a new president to build support for an all-out 
national mobilization to defeat the climate crisis and create 8 million jobs in a clean energy 
economy. 

 
It is important to note their focus on there being an existential crisis and the needs to activate a 
broad group nationally to act on their climate agenda.  Their mission is clear and explicit about 
their goals and strategy.48 
 

The next President and Congress must launch a national mobilization at the scope and 
speed necessary to defeat the climate crisis, and create millions of good-paying union jobs 
building a more just, sustainable and inclusive clean energy economy.  

 
The organization is also explicitly political and activist serving a left wing agenda.  In 
cooperation with their allies at the Sunrise Movement they: 49 
 

launched NoClimateNoDeal.com, a new website and organizing hub to track Democratic 
Members of Congress’ opposition to any infrastructure bill that fails to include robust 
investment in clean energy, environmental justice and climate solutions. 

 

 
46 Since Evergreen Action is a project of the 1630 Fund, and therefore there is not separate financial documents 
available for 1630, this analysis used 1630’s expenditures and anticipated that Evergreen would lead the multi-
project deployment of CCC staff throughout 1630 projects.  
47 https://www.evergreenaction.com/mission  
48 Ibid 
49 https://www.evergreenaction.com/press/evergreen-action-sunrise-movement-launch-noclimatenodeal-com  

https://evergreenaction.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d08e5568d5b7dd20749fcd3e&id=2d8734d0e0&e=2c0f2024a1
https://www.evergreenaction.com/mission
https://www.evergreenaction.com/press/evergreen-action-sunrise-movement-launch-noclimatenodeal-com
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Having come out of campaign structure it’s not surprising they are organized much like a  
campaign.  And they’re hiring political staffers to execute on this agenda staffed by political 
professionals, recently hiring a “Political Director” who: 50 
 

Coordinate and participate in Evergreen’s policy development, advocacy and public 
education work plan, working with Evergreen’s senior policy advisors, advisory board, and 
other coalition partners. 

 
The “public education work plan” within the context of a Political Director is a reference to 
grassroots advocacy which often includes direct voter contact including phone banking and 
door to door canvassing.  As Evergreen has made clear in the past, they are looking to create an 
“all-out national mobilization to defeat the climate crisis.” 51 
 
Given the extremely elastic nature of the guidelines of the CCC legislation, particularly its 
inclusion of “education” activities, and Evergreen’s belief that climate change poses an 
existential threat, it is reasonable to believe that if enacted Evergreen will avail itself of the 
funds made available by the CCC to employ young people to engage in a campaign style activist 
outreach as part of a national mobilization to defeat what they see as a climate crisis.   
 
Because they were crucial in securing passage of the legislation, it is not unreasonable to 
believe that Evergreen staffers would likely take senior leadership positions in the CCC allowing 
them broad latitude to steer funds to Evergreen and allied organizations.  
 
   
 
 
 
  

 
50 https://www.evergreenaction.com/jobs/PoliticalDirector_Jan2021.pdf  
51 https://twitter.com/EvergreenAction/status/1260916374928388097  

https://www.evergreenaction.com/jobs/PoliticalDirector_Jan2021.pdf
https://twitter.com/EvergreenAction/status/1260916374928388097
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Sunrise Movement 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE SUNRISE MOVEMENT AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $33,577,677.07, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 382 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 

“The Civilian Climate Corps proposed in Ed Markey’s bill would give millions of 
people good jobs fighting climate change and transforming our society.”52 

 
Sunrise is a very much grassroots oriented on the ground organization focusing on community 
outreach to transform communities, the nation, and the world.  They are very clear on how 
they plan to deploy young people into communities to secure passage of the CCC with 
traditional door knocking activities in communities across the county. 53 
 

How to Lead a CCC Community Canvass 
In order to win a Civilian Climate Corps, we need to bring as many people as possible into 
the fight. This training will teach you how to use spot canvassing (aka talking to people on 
the street about the CCC!) to build the people power we need to win (and grow your hub 
in the process!). 

 
They also work aggressively to grow their organization and create a cadre of dedicated staff 
who can engage in direct advocacy and recruit new members. 54 
 

Movement Onboarding 
Who’s it for? – People who are brand new to Sunrise and have just joined our email/phone 
list, as well as people in the movement who are now ready/interested in joining or starting 
hubs. 
What: In movement onboarding, we grow Sunrise’s people power. In particular, we work 
to bring more young BIPOC and working class people into Sunrise. Dozens of young people 
all across the country express interest in joining the movement on a daily basis. In 
movement onboarding, we are responsible for orienting them to Sunrise (i.e. Welcome to 
Sunrise! calls), supporting them to take action (i.e. Rays, phonebanks, virtual days of 
action), and helping them find their home in the movement (i.e. hub finder, hub text bot, 
new hub coaching). This includes supporting folks who want to start hubs through the 
“New Hub Journey.” 

 
With such an aggressive agenda, “transforming our society” there is little reason to believe that 
if the CCC is passed, that the Sunrise movement, will go quietly into the night, but rather 
they’re likely to redouble their efforts organizing in communities.   

 
52 https://www.sunrisemovement.org/theory-of-change/the-ccc-explained/  
53 https://www.sunrisemovement.org/campaign/trainings/  
54 https://www.sunrisemovement.org/programs-support-offerings/  

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/theory-of-change/the-ccc-explained/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/campaign/trainings/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/programs-support-offerings/
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Funding 
 
Sunrise is funded by, among others, the left wing group the 1630 Fund, with Sunrise PAC 
receiving $500,000 in 2020 from the group in 2020.55  In addition to their support from 1630, 
Sunrise’s PAC has also received $250,000 from Democracy PAC56, a political action committee 
launched by George Soros in 2019.57 
 
Sunrise Sees CCC Intertwined with CRT  
 
Sunrise was an early advocate for the CCC and a lead advisor on the legislation, giving their 
insights into what “environmental justice” means great import.   As they advertise on their site, 
the CCC is going to be closely aligned with the goals of Critical Race Theory.58 
 

That’s why to succeed this time around, the modern Civilian Climate Corps must be deeply 
rooted in equity and equality and be brave enough to face the scale of the crises of our 
time. We have an opportunity to fight for a Civilian Climate Corps deeply rooted in justice 
and equity, that could prioritize giving good jobs to communities who have been 
disproportionately harmed by the climate crisis, systemic racism and our broken economy. 

  
Sunrise Outlines What CCC Jobs Could Look Like – Wasteful and Intrusive 
 
Again, Sunrise’s early role in creating the CCC proposal gives greater import to their 
observations on what a CCC job could look like. They specifically advocate for a variety of 
questionable and intrusive jobs in communities across the country.  
 

What Could A CCC Job look Like? 
These jobs will include more traditional climate careers, but should also include jobs that 
help communities become strong and more resilient. Your CCC career could be caring for 
the elderly, creating graphics to help promote climate policies in your town or city, 
community and child education, organizing localized food programs, or building out new 
community systems to limit carbon emissions and pollution in your community.  

 
Sunrise is specifically advocating for federal funding for graphic designers, an expenditure most 
would characterize as wasteful, to deeply intrusive projects which “limit carbon emissions and 
pollution in your community” which could very easily translate to onerous taxes on vehicles to 
discourage use of internal combustion engines.  
 
Sunrise leadership also envisions it as a “teaching” tool for young people.  
 

 
55 https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202010209297541704  
56 https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202005209239335319  
57 https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/31/soros-launches-super-pac-2020-1442748  
58 https://www.sunrisemovement.org/theory-of-change/the-ccc-explained/  

https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202010209297541704
https://docquery.fec.gov/cgi-bin/fecimg/?202005209239335319
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/31/soros-launches-super-pac-2020-1442748
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/theory-of-change/the-ccc-explained/
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What if we ensured people had good jobs teaching, taking care of our elderly, and 
retrofitting hospitals, and expanding renewable energy instead of working a shitty job at 
Amazon making Jeff Bezos richer? Young people are ready and excited to get to work. 
That’s why Sunrise is wholeheartedly supporting the CCC Act and will organize like hell to 
make sure it’s passed as the first pillar of the Green New Deal. 

  
Ignoring the hyperbole aimed at Amazon, it is important to recognize that the CCC members 
would not be public school science teachers, but rather would be environmental advocates who 
would teach “students and youth about ways to reduce home energy use and improve the 
environment” and “providing education on climate change, disaster, and resilience at 
community based organizations and schools”59 essentially deploying a federally funded strike 
force to hector children into turn classroom lights off, bug their parents to get rid of pickup 
trucks, and advocate for questionable global warming policies instead of studying engineering.  
 
  

 
59 https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ccc_bill.pdf  

https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ccc_bill.pdf
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Sierra Club 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE SIERRA CLUB AND THE CLIMATE 

CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$7,858,176,817.97, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 89297 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
The Sierra Club is one of the oldest, largest, and likely best known conservation groups in the 
nation, with over $150M in expenditures in 2019 and a membership list toping 3.5million.   As 
part of the coalition, it can serve as a bit of an adult in the room among younger more 
aggressive advocacy groups and extends the reach more broadly than the newer groups.    
 
When President Biden announced the creation of a Climate Corp by Executive Order in January, 
the Sierra Club made it clear that they embraced a community activist model for CCC member 
participation: 60 
 

Moreover, a 21st-century Climate Corps will be a driver for economic and outdoor equity. 
Prioritizing hiring from frontline communities and supporting projects in those same areas 
will provide a much-needed economic boost while increasing access to the outdoors in the 
communities that need it most. 

 
Sierra has also bought into the environmental justice vison of the program, seeing it as a tool to 
activate young people in urban, largely Democratic, communities:  61 
 

There are a few notable differences between the original, Depression-era corps and the 
modern one proposed by Markey and AOC. The original corps only enrolled young men. 
Its camps were segregated. There was an entirely separate program for Native Americans, 
who often worked to develop their reservations for white tourists. By contrast, at least 
half the modern corps’ projects would take place in communities of color and rural and 
urban low-income communities. Half of the corpsmembers recruited would be from those 
same communities.  

 
With its extensive reach, large budget, and strong history, the Sierra Club is poised to be one of 
the leading employers of the CCC members.  
  

 
60 https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2021/01/sierra-club-applauds-establishment-civilian-climate-corps  
61 https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now  

https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2021/01/sierra-club-applauds-establishment-civilian-climate-corps
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/all-together-now
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League of Conservation Voters 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS 

AND THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS 

AND BENEFITS OF $1,928,304,981.98, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 21913 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP 

ACTIVISTS. 
 
The League of Conservation Voters is actively involved in environmental lobbying and policy, 
and is well known for their environmental scorecard. Additionally, they have a broad network 
of state chapters that communicate their message on environmental policy. With their heft in 
the state and local communities, LCV can use their influence to persuade lawmakers to 
embrace Climate Corps legislation and funding.   
 
LCV is already using their state networks to advocate locally for the programs.  For example the 
LCV worked with their New Jersey chapter to place a local op-ed supporting CCC: 62 
 

As negotiations over the president’s bold infrastructure package continue in Washington, 
I am calling on our New Jersey members of Congress to fight hard to ensure the final law 
includes a new Civilian Climate Corps. 
... 
The new Civilian Climate Corps would operate from the same model, connecting young 
people to job opportunities in growing conservation and green energy-related fields 
through an apprenticeship approach modeled after the building trades unions. 
Young people from across our state would have the opportunity to gain hands-on 
experience in outdoor-focused careers dedicated to restoring wetlands, addressing the 
problem of invasive species, and mitigating the impacts of flooding and increasingly 
severe storms brought about by climate change. 

 

LCV’s op-ed highlights one of the benefits of the program for the left, the increased 
unionization of the workforce.  As the op-ed notes, labor is an integral partner, both in lobbying 
for the bill, but also in cycling CCC participants through union apprenticeship programs which 
will then cycle them into union-shops where they will become union members. As OpenSecrets 
has noted, year after year, 90% of unions political support has gone to Democrats.63 The CCC 
will strengthen the flagging labor movement, and fatten the coffers of labor unions, thereby 
creating more funds to donate to Democrat politicians.   

 
62 https://www.nj.com/opinion/2021/08/heres-how-to-create-jobs-and-rescue-our-climate-opinion.html  
63 https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.php?ind=P  

https://www.nj.com/opinion/2021/08/heres-how-to-create-jobs-and-rescue-our-climate-opinion.html
https://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.php?ind=P
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People’s Action 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, PEOPLE’S ACTION AND THE CLIMATE 

CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$94,826,327.09, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 1078 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
People’s Action is one of the most aggressive agitators of the groups supporting the CCC bill, 
and also likely a significant beneficiary of its infusion of billions in federal funds to hire young 
people to engage in climate education activities.    
 
People’s Action, who works closely with the SEIU, another endorser, has become widely known 
for its illegal and intimidating tactics.  The organization is notorious for trespassing onto 
personal homes to stage protests on the lawns of people who work for companies they 
disagree with.   People’s Action, which was then known as National Political Action, aggressively 
worked to intimidate a lawyer associated with a bank they opposed:64 
 

Last Sunday, on a peaceful, sun-crisp afternoon, our toddler finally napping upstairs, my 
front yard exploded with 500 screaming, placard-waving strangers on a mission to 
intimidate my neighbor, Greg Baer. Baer is deputy general counsel for corporate law at 
Bank of America (BAC, Fortune 500), a senior executive based in Washington, D.C. And 
that -- in the minds of the organizers at the politically influential Service Employees 
International Union and a Chicago outfit called National Political Action -- makes his family 
fair game. 
Waving signs denouncing bank "greed," hordes of invaders poured out of 14 school buses, 
up Baer's steps, and onto his front porch. As bullhorns rattled with stories of debtor calls 
and foreclosed homes, Baer's teenage son Jack -- alone in the house -- locked himself in 
the bathroom. "When are they going to leave?" Jack pleaded when I called to check on 
him. 
Baer, on his way home from a Little League game, parked his car around the corner, called 
the police, and made a quick calculation to leave his younger son behind while he tried to 
rescue his increasingly distressed teen. He made his way through a din of barked demands 
and insults from the activists who proudly "outed" him, and slipped through his front door. 
"Excuse me," Baer told his accusers, "I need to get into the house. I have a child who is 
alone in there and frightened." 
Now this event would accurately be called a "protest" if it were taking place at, say, a bank 
or the U.S. Capitol. But when hundreds of loud and angry strangers are descending on your 
family, your children, and your home, a more apt description of this assemblage would be 
"mob." Intimidation was the whole point of this exercise, and it worked-even on the police. 
A trio of officers who belatedly answered our calls confessed a fear that arrests might 
"incite" these trespassers. 

 

As the article would lead one to believe, People’s Action is one of the most on-the-ground of 
the groups endorsing the CCC.  People’s Action has an aggressive phone-banking and outreach 

 
64 https://money.cnn.com/2010/05/19/news/companies/SEIU_Bank_of_America_protest.fortune/index.htm  

https://money.cnn.com/2010/05/19/news/companies/SEIU_Bank_of_America_protest.fortune/index.htm
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effort to enhance Democrat get-out-the-vote (GOTV) efforts.  In 2020 they bragged of having 
their grassroots make over 11 million calls and texts. As their release notes, they were heavily 
targeting swing states:65 
 

People’s Action today announced that along with its member organizations, over 11 
million attempts to contact voters living in key battleground states have been made this 
election cycle, with a majority of attempts being deep canvass conversations. Canvassers 
tried to contact voters in Arizona, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Michigan, North 
Carolina, and New Hampshire. Of the total, about 2.3 million were phone calls and 8.7 
million were texts.  
... 
“No one has ever done deep canvassing at this scale and with this impact before. That’s 
because we’re not just training people to make transactional, minute-long GOTV calls—
we’re empowering them to be organizers who make meaningful connections with 
people,” People’s Action Distributed Organizing Director Brooke Adams said. “What we’re 
doing here is historic. At People’s Action, we successfully applied deep canvassing to a 
robust volunteer community at a national scale, and have the numbers to prove it.” 

 
And lest their be any doubt on whether this was just an effort to increase registration and 
generically turn out voters, People’s Action is very explicit that they have a partisan aim in their 
GOTV efforts:  
 

People’s Action today unveiled new results from a groundbreaking study, charting a path 
to defeat Donald Trump in November. 
... 
“It’s extremely difficult to persuade voters in a presidential election. Since taking office, 
Donald Trump’s approval rating has held incredibly steady. People’s Action’s work shows 
that respectful, non-judgmental conversations are able to move voters where many other 
tactics have failed, producing meaningful increases in Biden’s vote margin,” researchers 
Josh Kalla and David Broockman said. 
... 
People’s Action conducts deep canvassing to defeat Donald Trump on a daily basis. A 
national team leads volunteer texting and phone banks focusing on seven priority states 
(Arizona, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Michigan, North Carolina, and New 
Hampshire) texting tens of thousands of people.  

 

These activities are all consistent with an effort to transform America.   In April when the CCC 
bill was rolled out by Senator Markey and Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez, People’s Action was 
enthusiastic about how they needed a cadre of activists like CCC corpsmen to transform 
America:  
 

People’s Action today joined U.S. Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-New York, Cori Bush, 
D-Mo., and Sunrise Movement to lead a national day of action to support the Green New 

 
65 https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-
calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/  

https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/
https://peoplesaction.org/2020/09/in-election-season-homestretch-peoples-action-announces-over-11-million-calls-and-texts-to-voters-in-key-battleground-states/
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Deal (GND). Participants will call their elected Members of Congress to urge them to 
support the GND Resolution as well as two new pieces of legislation introduced last week: 
the Civilian Climate Corps Act and the Green New Deal for Cities Act, which People’s Action 
helped draft.  
“Change won’t come from the inside. We need people on the ground demanding 
transformation,” People’s Action Climate Justice Campaign Director Kaniela Ing said. “We 
are modeling how movement politicians can work directly with organizers to push their 
colleagues and bring people together all across America. This is a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to invest the $1 trillion a year to make that happen. If enough of us stand up 
and speak out, we will finally win what we need to thrive.” 

 
People’s Action has not been coy about what they are demanding politicians do if they had 
their way.  
 
Socialist Environmental Agenda  
 
The Climate Corp activists employed by People’s Action would be focused on promoting a 
radical socialist agenda that would look to nationalize utilities and socialize the energy market.  
From their People and Planet First agenda:66 
 

Electricity is a public good & a human right, but is currently treated like commodity for 
corporations. Access to energy is necessary for human dignity and survival so no person 
should be denied access to energy because of their income, geography or any other factor. 
We must end all utility shut offs and ensure that the benefits of our energy economy flow 
to the public, instead of creating enormous profits for the 1%. Utility rates must be 
affordable and affordability programs must target energy-burdened communities first, 
including urban centers, rural areas and Tribal nations. We must enforce and expand the 
FERC’s ruling that rural electric co-ops can declare void long-term contracts that do not 
serve the interests of their member/owners. We need to invest in public and 
democratically controlled utilities infrastructure to reorient the economy away from 
climate genocide and environmental injustice. 

 
Going further they want to ban fossil fuels and radically decarbonize the economy, essentially 
banning internal combustion engines.  
 

We have an opportunity – and an obligation – to transform our energy economy to not 
just meet the challenges of climate change but also transform our economy overall to put 
people and planet before profits. 
We must immediately ban all new fossil fuel and extractive energy projects. 
We must decarbonize and democratize all sectors of the economy (transportation, 
manufacturing, agriculture). 

 

 
66 https://peoplesaction.org/campaigns/people-planet-first/  

https://peoplesaction.org/campaigns/people-planet-first/
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While radical, the decarbonizing efforts contemplated by People’s Action are supported by the 
CCC bill, explicitly through the mandate to have CCC Corpsmen, “upgrading electric vehicle 
infrastructure” to transition to a renewable energy economy.  67 
  

 
67 S. 1244 Section 199T(a)(1)(F) 
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Center for Biological Diversity 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

AND THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS 

AND BENEFITS OF $1,168,874,459.80, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 13283 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP 

ACTIVISTS. 
 
The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) is heavily involved in suing the federal government to 
implement a radical environmental agenda, particularly related to the protection of 
endangered species.  While CBD moves aggressively in the courtroom, they also have extensive 
on-the-ground field workers whose costs could be switched over to the CCC should it come 
online.  The group has a history in aggressive confrontational activities, with their Executive 
Director, Kieran Suckling, having been a member of the terrorist group EarthFirst!68  
 
Many of the group’s marquee activities are exactly the type of left-wing activity that would fit 
squarely within the rubric of CCC funding.  
 

Launched Keep Our Public Lands Public campaign in 2016, combining policy research, 
education, advocacy, creative media and grassroots activism to prevent public lands 
privatization. We published Public Lands Enemies in 2017, a first-of-its-kind report calling 
out anti-public lands Congress members, and hosted meetings across the West to educate 
and organize people to push back. 
… 
Catalyzed the landmark “Keep It in the Ground” campaign in 2015, uniting climate 
activists, conservation groups, public-health professionals, American Indian tribes and 
communities to end new federal leasing of fossil fuels on America’s public lands and 
waters. The campaign helped compel bans on oil and gas leasing in the Atlantic and Arctic 
oceans and a moratorium on new federal coal leases nationwide. 
… 
Challenged Bureau of Land Management oil and gas lease sales in the United States in 
2016 and co-organized on-the-ground protests of lease sales of public lands and oceans. 
These actions cancelled or delayed several lease sales and protected tens of thousands of 
acres of public lands and wildlife habitat from fracking industrialization. Beat back a 
uranium industry lawsuit in federal district court in 2014 that tried to undo the 20-year 
Grand Canyon uranium mining ban, and in 2015 met industry opponents with force in 
court again on appeal. 

 
All of the activities outlined above where “activist,” “outreach” or “education” are mentioned 
are activities that would be permissible under CCC activities.  Under the grant program outlined 
in the bill, CBD could shift the staff it has dedicated to organizing, outreach, and education 
activities onto the CCC payroll and then shift that funding back to other parts of their activities.  
 

 
68 https://www.hcn.org/issues/41.22/firebrand-ways  

https://www.hcn.org/issues/41.22/firebrand-ways
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Sterilization Advocates  
 
Additionally, CBD is also active on the bizarre front of increasing human sterilization to help 
wildlife. 69 
 

How do vasectomies help wildlife? According to the latest UN predictions, human 
population will surpass 11 billion people by century’s end. As human population grows, 
wildlife everywhere is being pushed into oblivion. The Center fights the extinction crisis by 
protecting endangered species and promoting common-sense solutions like access to 
family planning and reproductive health services, as well as education, opportunity and 
equal rights for women and girls. 
… 
Vasectomies are the most effective form of male contraception. For your partner and the 
planet, pledge to get whacked for wildlife. 

 
It is not unreasonable to believe that the CBD could be deploying CCC corps members at universities 
to advocate for vasectomies to save the planet.   
  

 
69 https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/world_vasectomy_day/  

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/population_and_sustainability/world_vasectomy_day/
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Greenpeace USA 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE GREENPEACE USA AND THE CLIMATE 

CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$1,968,802,700.70, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 22373 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
Greenpeace is likely one of the most notorious and well known of the confrontational 
environmental groups.  Their activities are high profile and confrontational, but would likely fit 
under the broad and ill-defined rubric of “advising on climate and energy policy,” “organizing 
community-based resiliency coalitions and working groups” and “providing education on 
climate change, disaster, and resilience at community based organizations and schools,” and 
“restoring and managing wildlife corridors and habitat connectivity for native species, including 
building wildlife crossings and removing barriers to wildlife movement.”   
 
For example, Greenpeace would likely argue that their blockade of the Houston shipping 
channel fell squarely within the climate “organizing” and “education” sections of 199T(a)(2) and 
(5) in fact the Greenpeace activist specifically say their activities were explicitly related to 
organizing and locally focused:  
 

Brianna Gibson, a Greenpeace activist arrested and charged last week alongside Butler, 
said the group had picked the Fred Hartman Bridge in part to highlight the 
disproportionate burden the fossil fuel industry places on black and brown communities 
in East Houston. Residents in those neighborhoods deal with poorer air quality and a 
higher risk of cancer than on average in the city. 

 
Gibson, who lives in Chicago and was one of the 11 who rappelled down the side of the 
bridge, said she felt a responsibility to act because “my family, my community, and the 
people I love are deeply impacted by issues like environmental racism.” 
…  
Still, Butler believes the protest was worth it. “The impact of climate change is happening 
now, and it’s going to continue to happen if we don’t take bold action. That’s what it really 
comes down to.” 

 
While Greenpeace has a more diversified portfolio of environmental activism than some of the 
other groups in the coalition, and therefore give less prominence to their CCC activism, they 
also have a larger base of activities to which CCC corpsmen could be activated.  Their frontline 
encounters, particularly their activities on Greenpeace ships, could be staffed by CCC corps 
members in the future.  
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Movement for Black Lives 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE MOVEMENT FOR BLACK LIVES70 AND 

THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $854,939,163.56, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 9715 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
The Movement for Black Lives (M4BL) is a radical group within the broader Black Lives Matter 
movement advocating for a variety of radical and Marxist policies.  A sampling of their policy 
agenda outlines the priorities of the organization.  
 
Amnesty for Murderers and Arsonists 
 
Under the guise of “free the protesters” the Movement for Black Lives is calling to free Mumia 
Abu Jamal, who murdered a Philadelphia police officer – currently serving a life sentence -  and 
Josh Williams who burglarized and torched a gas station in Missouri during a protest. 71 
 

The legacy and effectiveness of our movements means our right to protest has always 
been under attack, from the 10,000+ protestors arrested during the current uprising to 
Black political prisoners Mumia Abu Jamal, Josh Williams, and other protestors arrested 
during the Ferguson and Baltimore uprisings. 
… 
From the Black Panthers to Ferguson organizers to the thousands being charged today by 
local and federal law enforcement, we are calling to free ‘em all! 

 
Defund the Police 
 
Unsurprisingly, M4BL is also in favor of cutting billions of dollars from policing budgets around 
the country.  72 
 

We have a unique opportunity to cut the spending of police forces that consume ever 
larger shares of city budgets, producing billions in savings that can be reinvested in a 
shared vision of community safety, infrastructure, and recovery that does not rely on the 
police. 

 
And to be clear, they do not just call for reducing budgets but rather support disbanding police 
departments.  
 

 
70 Much like Evergreen Action, Movement for Black Lives is a sponsored organization of a larger non-profit, 
Common Counsel.  The financial analysis conducted here expects M4BL to lead the deployment of CCC staff among 
Common Counsel non-profit projects.  
71 https://m4bl.org/amnesty-for-protestors/  
72 https://m4bl.org/defund-the-police/  
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Q: WHY DO WE HAVE TO DEFUND/DISBAND POLICE DEPARTMENTS ENTIRELY? IF POLICE 
DEPARTMENTS ARE THE PROBLEM, WHY CAN’T WE FOCUS ON SPECIFIC REFORMS? 
A: Specific reforms are insufficient and too narrow in scope to make a meaningful 
difference; if piecemeal reforms worked, they would have worked by now. Current forms 
of policing are outdated and dangerous. Our only hope for the system we need is to 
reinvest in a shared vision of community safety, infrastructure, and recovery that does not 
rely on the police. 

 
M4BL are even so radical that they want to end all prisons.73 
 

An end to all jails, prisons, immigration detention, juvenile detention and civil commitment 
facilities as we know them and the establishment of policies and programs to address the 
current oppressive conditions experienced by people who are imprisoned 

 
Training and Organizing Plan in Place 
 
The M4BL has an aggressive training plan in place to deploy potential CCC corps-members if the 
program is enacted.   As they note:  74 
 

MASS ENGAGEMENT 
We will engage 10 percent of (4 million) Black people within the United States, by 
providing political education, trainings, and cultural events. In addition, we will encourage 
and support individuals to engage in small-scale organizing in their communities.  
We will launch a number of distinct efforts and deliver regular, carefully crafted content 
to our folks in meaningful and innovative ways. 

 
And lest there be any argument that M4BL is a group focused on urban civil rights, and not on 
environmental issues, the group makes it clear that they are a multi-issue organization.  
 

BUILDING ACROSS MOVEMENTS/MULTIRACIAL STRATEGY 
We will align the left across issues, sectors, and identity, with a particular desire to 
maintain an intersectional analysis that elevates and centers anti-Black racism. 
At a moment when the left is realigning, we will exert the logic, strategy, and vision of our 
movement as a leading force. 
We will work across communities and reach outside the organizer class to build and 
engage majorities ready to organize, resist, vote, and build alternatives. 

 
The also have a specific part of their platform that focuses specifically on traditional 
environmental issues.   
 

Increase resilience and stability of our economy: 
o Enact a Green New Deal that advances comprehensive structural reform toward 

national climate resiliency and preparedness; ensures public control of key 

 
73 https://m4bl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/07-End-All-Jails-Prisons-and-Immigration-Detention.pdf  
74 https://m4bl.org/black-power-rising/  
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industries, utilities, and natural resources; and catalyzes people-oriented public 
spending that transforms the national economy to one that is just, equitable, and 
sustainable. 

o Pass legislation to guarantee jobs to all displaced workers and employ millions to 
transform our economy towards renewable energies that stabilize both our nation 
and our climate under the New Green Deal. 

o Pass $2 trillion federal investment package targeted towards working people, 
small business, and state and local services NOT to financial institutions.   

o No Corporate Bailout. Any financial assistance to industries must be for the 
purposes of maintaining payroll and benefits for workers. Additionally, we 
demand a cancelling of the burden of interest and payments on everyday people 
to financial institutions. 

 
Obviously, all of these proposals from M4BL would be supercharged with an influx of federally 
funded volunteers who could participate in education and outreach activities on climate policy 
– in addition to their radical black lives matters activities – shifting the organizing costs off of 
the activist and onto the federal taxpayer.  
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Service Employees International Union 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL 

UNION AND THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL 

PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF $11,488,737,033.21, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 130554 CIVILIAN 

CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
SEIU is one of the nation’s most aggressive and activist unions.  Its endorsement of the CCC 
(and the broader Green New Deal) benefits them in a number of ways and will have important 
impacts on it’s influence.  First, by endorsing the CCC, the SEIU is able to strengthen its bond 
with the progressive wing of the Democratic party, in contrast to the AFL-CIO who has refused 
to endorse the GND and which understands that the Green New Deal is an existential threat to 
the jobs of its members in the industrial workforce.  
 
Further though, the SEIU understands that the CCC allows it to create synergies between it 
existing activist, education, and organizing activities and super-charge them with a massive 
infusion of federal resources and members.  The CCC legislation prefers labor unions over for-
profit companies for partnerships in the CCC, explicitly excluding for-profit partners.  
Additionally the bill creates specific carve out for union apprenticeship programs for CCC 
participants, forcing union membership into unionized labor markets.  This all creates a boon 
for the unions and makes it natural for them to advocate on environmental issues.   
 
The SEIU has a long history of agitating on behalf of progressive policies and putting boots on 
the ground to advocate for leftist causes, often times exploiting the intersection of climate and 
labor politics. 75 
 

Our union has a proud tradition of supporting mass mobilizations around the climate 
emergency. In 2017, we sent 36 busses carrying more than 50 members each to 
Washington D.C. on April 29th. Members from Upstate New York, Boston and Florida took 
part in sister marches on the same day. Well over 2,000 1199ers turned out to protest 
against climate chaos and push for environmental justice. 

 
These types of activities will be supercharged under the CCC because the SEIU will now have a 
ready cadre of future union members they are training under their apprenticeship programs, as 
well as CCC members who they can directly employ and activate as grantees under the CCC 
grantee program.   
 
SEIU is ready for this challenge – they have a long history of aggressive advocacy and have a 
structure in place to activate their members and allies.  As the Capital Research Center has 
highlighted: 76 

 
75 https://www.1199seiu.org/issues/environmentaljustice  
76 https://www.influencewatch.org/labor-union/service-employees-international-union-seiu/  
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The SEIU pioneered the modern “corporate campaign” for labor union organizing, under 
which labor unions and aligned progressive groups use political pressure and personal 
attacks on brands and employers to secure representation privileges rather than 
conventional employee secret ballot votes. 

 
One of SEIU’s most notorious corporate campaigns attacked foodservice provider Sodexo. 
The union’s tactics proved so aggressive that SEIU ended up settling a case the company 
brought under the Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO).[43] 
Sodexo had sued to end what the company called “extortionate threats and barrage of 
unlawful tactics” and alleged SEIU committed “blackmail, vandalism, trespass, 
harassment, and lobbying law violations.” 
 
As part of the litigation surrounding the Sodexo campaign, SEIU disclosed its “Contract 
Campaign Manual,” the book of organizing principles behind a comprehensive campaign. 
The document describes a comprehensive plan of intimidation directed at employers who 
resisted unionization. Vincent Vernuccio of the Mackinac Institute describes the SEIU’s 
playbook: 
 

SEIU’s manual details how “outside pressure can involve jeopardizing 
relationships between the employer and lenders, investors, stockholders, 
customers, clients, patients, tenants, politicians, or others on whom the employer 
depends for funds.” The union advises using legal and regulatory pressure to 
“threaten the employer with costly action by government agencies or the courts.” 
 
It details the use of community groups to “damage an employer’s public image 
and ties with community leaders and organizations.” SEIU recommends going 
after company officials personally. Not mincing words, SEIU states, “It may be a 
violation of blackmail and extortion laws to threaten management officials with 
release of ‘dirt’ about them if they don’t settle a contract. But there is no law 
against union members who are angry at their employer deciding to uncover and 
publicize factual information about individual managers.”  

 

One can expect that these tactics, under the guise of “environmental justice” would be 
regularly deployed by SEUI against their political adversaries aided by a cadre of young CCC 
members who are eager to fight for progressive values.   
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350.org 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, 350.ORG AND THE CLIMATE CORPS 

MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$1,317,665,567.44, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 14973 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
350.org is likely one of the most radical groups in the coalition, as well as one of the most 
extensive and well organized.  Their agenda is simple, clear, and radical:77 
 

• We are standing up to the fossil fuel industry to stop all new coal, oil and gas projects and build 

a clean energy future for all. 

This would be a radical change, including making most vehicles obsolete, create massive 
problems for home heating, and massively increase the costs of electricity and all consumer and 
commercial products.   
 
350.org is very well organized to take advantage of the increased resources for advocacy and 
organization that would be enabled by the creation of a CCC.  The group already has in place a 
vigorous on the ground training regime for local activists around the world.  Their training 
manuals, which would quickly be converted to a training manual for CCC corps members detail 
radical activist techniques.  From their attacks on BP Shell: 78 
 

Actions continued for weeks, and spread while the Polar Pioneer remained in the Port of 
Seattle. In Bellingham, a short drive south of the Canadian border, a student activist 
chained herself to the anchor line of Shell’s Arctic Challenger and later in the summer, 13 
activists in Portland rappelled from, while kayaks paddled beneath, the St. Johns Bridge in 
Portland, Oregon to block Shell’s icebreaker Fennica from joining the rest of the company’s 
drilling fleet in the Arctic. 
… 
In contrast, offensive actions are actions where the activists are moving towards 
something stationary with the goal of swarming it, and in many cases preventing it from 
moving in the first place. These actions typically target vessels at rest. 

 
They are also organized for more mundane tasks such as organizing, providing their chapters 
with dozens of handbooks and guides on how to organize their chapters and members to 
immediately and effectively engage in direct action, media relations, community outreach, or 
any variety of activities to promote their agenda of decarbonizing the economy.79   The group 

 
77 https://350.org/  
78 https://trainings.350.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Paddle-Power-Manual-theory-and-tactics-of-
kayaktivism.pdf  
79 https://trainings.350.org/topics/organising/  
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has compiled their strategies into one volume, the “Climate Resistance Handbook” to make it 
easier to create a movement to attack the fossil fuel industry. 80 
  

 
80 https://trainings.350.org/climate-resistance-handbook/ 
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Working Families Party 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE WORKING FAMILIES PARTY AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $15,541,768.42, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 177 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
The Working Families Party holds down the progressive left wing of the party, an alternative to 
voting Democrat for frustrated progressives. They are a minor political party registered in 
seventeen states with a ballot line.   Some in the media see them as the “tea party of the left.” 
81 Their strength is particularly pronounced in New York City where it has been active in 
municipal elections due to New York’s proliferation of political parties and ballot lines.   
 
Their role in the CCC is similar to that of other groups in that they will be able to continue to 
engage in their traditional organizing and advocacy activities in communities but do it with the 
assistance of federal support.  As the CCC legislation notes, “advising on climate and energy 
policy” is a specifically delineated activity for CCC corps members.  Policy development and 
advising is the bread-and-butter activity of political parties.   
 
Congressman Jamaal Bowman outlined the WFP’s vision for the Green New Deal and the CCC 
during his response to President Biden’s joint address to Congress in April.  Bowman outlines a 
vision that is broad and activist reach across multiple sectors in society and most importantly, 
transformative, implementing a radical leftist agenda. 82 
 

That’s what our movement, the progressive movement, is guided by. Our movement is 
Latino, we are Asian, we are Black, we are White, we are a beautiful mix of ethnicities and 
cultures all over the globe who are demanding justice and humanity. We are a 
continuation of the civil rights movement. We are led by organizers and organizations like 
Stacey Abrams, Zakiya Ansari, Jesse Hagopian, and the Sunrise Movement, elected leaders 
who have shifted the narrative like Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders, AOC, Ayanna, 
Rashida, Ilhan, Cori and Mondaire. 
 
And we are capable of big, powerful, transformative change. 
 
It is entirely possible to meet the climate crisis with a big, visionary investment in jobs. 
Jobs that begin in our most neglected and redlined communities. We must build a Civilian 
Climate Corps that employs millions of Americans to do the good work of transforming 
our energy system and our society. We can create jobs and solve the climate crisis at the 
same time. 
 
We need a Green New Deal for Public Housing, as my colleague and friend 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez has proposed. We can repair and transform run-down, 

 
81 https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/01/working-families-party/422949/  
82 https://workingfamilies.org/2021/04/rep-jamaal-bowman-delivers-wfp-response-to-biden-joint-address/  
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neglected apartments in New York and neighborhoods all across America. We can make 
public housing better, more healthy, and more safe while turning every public housing 
development into a source of clean energy. 
 
We need a Green New Deal for Cities, as my friend Cori Bush has proposed. And we need 
a Green New Deal for Public Schools. Every part of our society must become part of the 
answer, because this crisis is urgent. 
 
We can create those new, green jobs, and we must make the jobs people already have 
better. That’s what the Thrive Act is all about, which would create 15 million green union 
jobs. 

 

Bowman’s comments help crystalize what they will look to do if given access to a CCC, they will 
work to transform the country across all sectors of our economy and social fabrics.  A sampling 
of their “People’s Charter” gives a clear idea of what the CCC corps-members deployed by the 
Working Families Party would be advocating for: 83 
 

• Shift resources away from policing, jails and detention centers. 

• Make health care free and universal and take hospital and health insurance profits out of it.  

• Cancel student debt, an unfair burden on working and middle class young adults. 

• Tax the giant corporations who don’t pay their share, and the wealth of the billionaires, who 

have gotten richer during the worst economic collapse in 90 years. 

• Give the public ownership stakes in all corporations receiving bailouts. 

• Instead of subsidizing and bailing out oil and gas companies, buy them out, to further our 

transition away from fossil fuels and towards regenerative energy sources, and create green 

jobs in the process. Prioritize a just transition for workers in extractive industries.  

• Save the USPS to ensure we can vote by mail. 

 
Since the legislation does not specifically exclude political parties, and noting WFP aggressive 
approach to policy, it is not unreasonable to believe that WFP would want to partner with and 
sponsor CCC corps members to educate on climate issues and to work on developing climate 
policy.    

 
83 https://www.peoplescharter.us/read-the-charter  
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Indivisible 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE INDIVISIBLE AND THE CLIMATE CORPS 

MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$700,381,293.59, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 7959 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
Indivisible is one of the leading radical anti-Trump groups that grew out of the 2016 election.  
The group is transitioning from helping defeat Trump to undertaking new leftist campaigns.  
They lay out their leftist agenda fairly clearly on the front page of their site: 84 
 

WE BEAT TRUMP. NOW, LET’S SAVE DEMOCRACY. 
Right now, we are facing the interlocking catastrophes of a rigged democracy, global 
pandemic, unimaginable and growing wealth inequality, racial injustice, and the 
escalating impacts of the climate crisis. We’re fighting back. People like you are leading 
local Indivisible groups in every single state. Be part of history—join the Indivisible 
movement. 

 
Indivisible is at the cutting edge of a the radical left supporting a variety of leftist causes.  They 
succinctly summarize their priorities as:85 
 

So in addition to democracy, Indivisible has built out four other core advocacy issues: 
economic justice, climate, health care and immigration, with a connecting thread of racial 
justice through all of them. 

 
Before the unveiling of the CCC bill Indivisible was detailing a plan using identical language to 
the CCC bill (the 1.5 degree temperature change) and then outlining their plan to end the 
climate crisis: 86 
 

The science is clear: in order to avoid climate catastrophe we must keep global 
temperatures below 1.5° Celsius of warming above pre-Industrial levels.  
... 
How We Plan to Win Climate Justice 
We will organize with local Indivisibles and partners across the climate movement so that 
we take climate action that is equitable, inclusive, and puts people first. We can only 
achieve our climate goals with a big, broad coalition of activists that are united behind a 
common vision for a sustainable future. That future will be led by Black, Brown, and 
Indigenous people, by workers and communities that are reliant on extractive industries, 
and by communities who have been harmed the most by the impacts of climate change. 
 
We will fight for the bold, structural changes necessary to reshape our economy and avert 
the climate crisis. It is simply too late for incremental changes, so Congress and the 

 
84 https://indivisible.org/  
85 https://indivisible.org/core-advocacy-issues  
86 https://indivisible.org/resource/focus-climate-justice  
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administration must use every tool available to pursue the biggest, most aggressive 
climate plan possible. We must be fearlessly progressive in our advocacy in order to win 
climate justice together. 

 
With such a dire warning about the future it seems difficult to believe that Indivisible will not 
utilize the new federal resources available under the CCC to fight the climate challenge.  
 
Indivisible is highly effective at organizing on the hyper local level and is organized in all 
communities and has motivated and active volunteers.  The Democracy Alliance, the hub of 
progressive activism, highlighted Indivisible’s role in the movement:87 
 

Indivisible formed immediately after the 2016 Election with the publication of the 
“Indivisible Guide,” a viral guidebook to organizing to resist the Trump congressional 
agenda. Indivisible has since evolved into a nationwide movement of thousands of 
volunteer-led local groups that engage in progressive advocacy and electoral work at the 
local, state, and national level—doing everything from fighting Trump Care to knocking 
doors for local candidates. This year, Indivisible launched Indivisible435, a 50-state effort 
designed to build a national volunteer program focused on taking back the House, Senate, 
and key state house and gubernatorial races, with a goal of making more than 6 million 
voter contact attempts through canvass, phone bank, and texting tools. 

 
The addition of federally funded “volunteers” to work for Indivisible in communities “fighting 
the climate crisis” would give Indivisible an even larger army of advocates to deploy to fight for 
transformation of the country.  
  

 
87 https://democracyalliance.org/organization/indivisible/  
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Common Defense 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE COMMON DEFENSE AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $17,649,410.16, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 201 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
Common Defense if an explicitly political group.  In 2016 they organized the Vets Against Trump 
movement, mobilizing veterans to oppose the President.   Common Defense focuses explicitly 
on organizing and activism, specifically: 88 
 

• Training veterans as grassroots organizers 

• Growing, organizing, and mobilizing the progressive veteran community 

• Advocating for progressive legislation at the local, state, and federal level 

• Mobilizing our 200,000 members to support candidates who share our values 

 
They’re also explicitly partisan:  
 

We were heavily involved in Impeaching Trump. Common Defense Veterans know that 
accountability for Trump and his cronies’ crimes will only happen if we build a grassroots 
movement of people to demand justice. That’s why we were on the forefront demanding 
impeachment, standing with allies like Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi.  

 
Additionally Common Defense is using the inherent credibility of veterans to boost the strength 
and credibility of CCC advocacy.  In their recent announcement for a Political Director, Common 
Defense highlighted their advocacy strategy to put vets on the ground advocating on climate 
issues:  
 

Climate Justice – Veteran organizers have the unique potential to act as much-needed 
bridges between movements and organizations that too often exist in their own silos. As 
we have with other issue-based campaigns, Common Defense plans to recruit and train 
veteran leaders to draw on their leadership skills, strategic analysis capacity, and 
credibility of personal experience to make meaningful connections between the climate 
crisis and other issue spaces (like jobs and infrastructure, foreign policy, racial justice, and 
immigration). In addition to our independent advocacy work, we believe that building 
intentional and strategic relationships between our own organization and diverse 
movement spaces can build a stronger and more powerful alignment of progressive 
political forces. This “bridging” is key to our organizational theory of change, and we 
believe the climate crisis is the perfect issue to further operationalize this approach to 
movement-building.  
 

 
88 https://commondefense.us/about/  
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While Common Defense has not yet launched a permanent climate-focused advocacy 
campaign, our members have made public calls for leaders to act on climate change. See 
Recent Op-Ed by Common Defense member Jim Sandoe and Common Defense member 
US Navy Vet Jon Nguyen’s speech at the State of the Youth Address calling for an end to 
the endless wars and supporting the establishment of a Civilian Climate Corps. 

 
Structured Activist Training in Place  
 
Common Defense has organized a training institute that focuses on activating veterans to be 
progressive activists.  The activities they describe are strikingly similar to the type of activities 
that advocates for the CCC imagine for the Climate Corps:89 
 

The VOI provides training on: 

• Veterans and social change – understanding the unique role of former service 
members in past and current social justice efforts. 

• Messaging and narrative strategy – how to craft and deliver resonant messages 
to reach your intended audience, and overcome polarization and ideological 
divides. 

• Media and public speaking skills – preparing to present your message to multiple 
audiences and the news media. 

• Grassroots organizing skills – identifying issues, designing strategic campaigns, 
and selecting winning tactics. 

• Political analysis – understanding the social, economic, political, and historical 
forces that have led to the current political moment. 

Our training team comes to this work with extensive experience from across a broad range 
of movements and praxis, as strategists, movement educators, academics, facilitators, 
and on-the-ground organizers in domestic and international issues. 

 
The CCC explicitly mandates a training requirement for its corps members, and the VOI training 
would be consistent with the training that would be mandated for new CCC members. If 
enacted, the CCC would allow Common Defense to put a cadre of anti-Trump activists on the 
ground to advocate for progressive policies.  
  

 
89 https://commondefense.us/voi/  
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Green Latinos 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE GREEN LATINOS AND THE CLIMATE 

CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF 

$49,530,260.11, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 563 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
GreenLatinos is a relatively small group, but they have an outsized impact likely being 
responsible for the inclusion of the “regardless of immigration status” language included in the 
CCC bill that opened the door for $9B in federal spending to allow illegal aliens to participate in 
the CCC program, a departure from the Clinton-era AmeriCorps U.S. citizenship or green-card 
status requirements.   
 
GreenLatinos stepped out in front on the initiative and highlighted how it could be a tool to 
help Democratic politicians connect with Latino voters. 90 
 

President Joe Biden captured 59 percent of the Latino vote in 2020 , but failed to connect 
with Cuban and Venezuelan immigrant communities in Florida, which cost him the 
battleground state. 
 
“Latinos are cultural conservationists,” said Lydia Cardona, climate and clean air program 
manager at GreenLatinos, a national nonprofit addressing environmental issues that 
affect the U.S. Latino community. 
 
“The places where our families have perhaps migrated from, there is this very inherent 
dependent on connection between nature and our lived experiences, because so often, 
you're very dependent on nature in those contexts.” 
 
“A lot of them are very much working-class families,” Cardona said. “There's this inherent 
need to perpetuate more conservationist behavior out of that economic need.”  
… 
“We know that these things are all connected,” Cardona said. “You cannot have climate 
justice without social justice.” 

 

GreenLatinos is a coalition of Latino activist groups, so the organization’s role in a CCC will likely 
be to coordinate the deployment of CCC corps members in Latino groups to work on priorities 
in those communities.  As the GreenLatinos strategic plan notes, organizing and educating their 
communities is a top priority for the organization:91 
 

Helping increase the organizing and advocacy capacity of frontline communities by 
implementing a process for members to request and receive access to assistance and 
resources for their local work and campaigns.  

 
90 https://www.greenlatinos.org/blog/%22for-latinos%2C-climate-concern-looms-large%22-greenlatinos-in-politico  
91 https://b9c0d496-a57d-4f01-a85f-
9293ff1417a2.filesusr.com/ugd/f977e8_edecf3961eff4aba914a2bf0c1273d02.pdf  
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As a group that is closely aligned with Democratic politicians, the CCC would provide a perfect 
opportunity for the group to deploy corps members in frontline Latino communities to work on 
local environmental campaigns.   
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United for Respect 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE UNITED FOR RESPECT AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $266,143,156.27, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 3024 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
United for Respect is the latest name for Organized United for Respect and OUR Walmart, a 
union funded pressure group that has a history of violating laws in their aggressive attacks on 
Walmart.  They may be one of the most problematic of the groups that are in the coalition 
advocating for the CCC and likely one of the most likely to jump at the chance to swell their rolls 
with CCC corps members to agitate against their political opponents.   
 
History of Illegal Activity 
 
United for Respect is one of the most disruptive and aggressive of the anti-capitalist groups 
funded by unions.  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce outlined their problems succinctly:92 
 

The UFCW-OUR Walmart protests can involve dozens of people descending on Walmart 
stores, damaging merchandise, harassing shoppers, provoking arrests and bullying 
workers. They have increasingly drawn the ire of judges and law enforcement. In one case 
in Michigan, OUR Walmart was charged with following a Walmart employee into a 
bathroom and harassing her (a charge that the group quickly settled). In fact, courts in six 
states have issued injunctions prohibiting OUR Walmart's activities, which, as the 
Baltimore City Circuit Court found, "created a potential for violence." 
Baltimore Judge Paul F. Harris strongly condemned OUR Walmart's behavior. Specifically, 
he pointed out that in arguing against an injunction, the group's main defense seemed to 
be that "they were justified in breaking the law[.]" When OUR Walmart's lawyers claimed 
its behavior was protected by the First Amendment, the judge replied "This conduct can't 
be tolerated and it's not consistent with the First Amendment right of the people to 
peacefully assemble." Describing OUR Walmart's activities as "bullying tactics and 
lawlessness," the judge went on to say that the group "just had a total disregard for the 
law." 

 
Their behavior was so irresponsible and so reckless that they have been forced to post at the 
bottom of their website a damning disclosure outlining how in courts in seven different states 
have entered injunctions prohibiting activists from United for Respect from entering Walmart 
stores.  93 
 

Legal Notice: Courts have enjoined non-Associate OUR Walmart agents from entering any 
Walmart property, except to shop, in Arkansas (Read the order), Florida (Read the 
order), Texas (Read the order), Colorado (Read the order), Ohio (Read the order), and 

 
92 https://www.baltimoresun.com/opinion/op-ed/bs-ed-our-walmart-20141127-story.html  
93 https://united4respect.org/  
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https://united4respect.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Florida-Final-Summary-Judgment.pdf
http://changewalmart.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/TX-Permanent-Injunction.pdf
https://united4respect.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/CO-Permanent-Injunction.pdf
https://united4respect.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Walmart-OH-Permanent-Injunction-Decision.pdf
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Maryland (Read the order) from entering inside stores. A court has enjoined non-
Associate OUR Walmart agents from entering the insides of stores in California to engage 
in activities, such as picketing, patrolling, marching, parading, flash mobs, 
demonstrations, handbilling solicitation, manager confrontations or customer disruptions 
(Read the order). 
Walmart OH Permanent Injunction Decision 

 
United for Respect has been connecting what they see as a climate crisis to the plight of 
workers for years.  In 2019, the group was blaming the climate for their members woes.94  
 

"While retail is not 100% to blame, we know there is a connection between retail, the push 
for corporations to grow infinitely more, and our climate crisis. 
It also affects workers – putting retail employees at risk by forcing them to travel in 
dangerous conditions, just to keep their job. 
There isn't just one solution, and it's going to take all of us. But as one of the biggest 
industries contributing to climate change, retail corporations can lead the way." 

    
As a union funded group, United for Respect is preferred in the CCC bill to receive climate corps 
funding to train individuals to educate the public about climate issues.  Looking at their 
previous history it is reasonable to conclude that some of the education tactics that United for 
Respect would deploy would likely be direct confrontation about the energy policies of 
companies they are trying to organize.  A reasonable tactic that could be expected would be 
United for Respect’s CCC staffer confronting shoppers in the parking lot and hectoring them 
about the environmental policy of Walmart while they are shopping for groceries.    

 
94 https://www.facebook.com/unitedforrespect/posts/2318064371846651  
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Justice Democrats 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE JUSTICE DEMOCRATS AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $150,993,219.26, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 1716 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
Justice Democrats is one of the leading progressive political groups in the Democratic Party.  
Their most significant accomplishment is helping elect Alexandria Ocasio Cortez in 2018, and 
other members of “The Squad” who constitute the bulwark of the left wing of the 
Congressional Democrats in the House of Representatives.   
 
They champion a leftist activist platform including among others: 95 
 

Cancel Student Debt 
Tax the Rich 
Federal Jobs Guarantee 
Free Public College and Trade School 
Green New Deal 
Medicare for All 
End the War on Drugs 
Defunding the Police 

 
Justice Democrats are leading the fight to put pressure on moderate Democrat to vote for the 
CCC, running ads through their c(4) Organize for Justice attacking moderates. 96 
 
With a companion c(4) the Justice Democrats could very clearly benefit from the funds 
provided by the CCC, taking in funds earmarks for policy development on climate issues, an 
area they’re already working in, and work to educate individuals about climate issues and 
impediments to their climate agenda.   

 
95 https://justicedemocrats.com/platform/society/#third-reconstruction 
https://justicedemocrats.com/platform/  
96 https://twitter.com/justicedems/status/1424751662095273990  

https://justicedemocrats.com/platform/society/#third-reconstruction
https://justicedemocrats.com/platform/
https://twitter.com/justicedems/status/1424751662095273990
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Indigenous Environmental Network 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL 

NETWORK AND THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL 

PAYMENTS AND BENEFITS OF $53,134,688.98, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 604 CIVILIAN CLIMATE 

CORP ACTIVISTS. 
 
Indigenous Environmental Network is one of the leading direct action environmental groups 
focusing on issues effecting native American communities.  They were at the heart of 
environmental protests at the Dakota Access Pipeline in 2016 & 2017. When the Trump 
Administration changed course on  DAPL,  IEN promised mass resistance similar to the 
lawlessness that occurred at the DAPL camps.97 
 

Donald Trump will not build his Dakota Access Pipeline without a fight. The granting of an 
easement, without any environmental review or tribal consultation, is not the end of this 
fight — it is the new beginning. Expect mass resistance far beyond what Trump has seen 
so far. 

 
As a group with a significant presence in Indian Country, it is likely that IEN would be at the 
forefront of being one of the groups to take advantage of the 10% set aside of grants for Indian 
country carved out in the bill.  Had the CCC been in place in 2016, it seems reasonable to 
believe that working to shut down a fossil fuel pipeline would have been viewed by the 
administrators of the CCC as an appropriate use of CCC money, and there would have been a 
strong cadre of CCC volunteers at the DAPL protests supporting protesters destroying private 
property and interfering with pipeline construction.  
  

 
97 https://350.org/press-release/350-org-and-indigenous-environmental-network-on-final-easement-for-dakota-
access-pipeline/  

https://350.org/press-release/350-org-and-indigenous-environmental-network-on-final-easement-for-dakota-access-pipeline/
https://350.org/press-release/350-org-and-indigenous-environmental-network-on-final-easement-for-dakota-access-pipeline/


Page: 54 

300 Independence Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

 

Center for Popular Democracy 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE CENTER FOR POPULAR DEMOCRACY 

AND THE CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS 

AND BENEFITS OF $1,906,562,913.71, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 21665 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP 

ACTIVISTS. 
 
The Center for Popular Democracy (CPD) is one of the leading organizations on the left working 
with the Democracy Alliance, the left’s leading fundraising organization.  CPD is an outgrowth of 
the ACORN movement from the 2000s which was closed after it had its federal funding stripped 
in the wake of multiple investigations by Congress. 98  ACORN’s problems were manifold 
including: 99 
 

• During the presidential campaign in 2008, ACORN employees working to register voters were 

charged with filing bogus applications.  

• Being caught on video telling two conservative activists masquerading as a pimp and prostitute 

how to trick federal tax authorities. 

CPD connection to ACORN is important because it underscores the left’s willingness to set up 
financial structures to funnel federal funds into one part of an organization to support advocacy 
activities in another part of the organization.   
 
CPD is very focused on grassroots door to door canvassing activity.  They have implemented 
what they call a “Canvass for Power” program that creates affiliates in local communities to 
deploy volunteers to go door to door advocating for their priorities.    
 

CPD affiliates across the country are doing the day-to-day work of building a better world. 
We are committed to supporting them in this mission. Through our Canvass for Power 
Program, we help our affiliates to develop a scalable and deeply-engaged base of 
members, and to generate independent revenue that can grow our movement 
sustainably.  
… 
Since their launch, these seven canvass programs have dramatically increased our 
organizing capacity. In the last year, our canvass teams have had almost 175,000 
conversations; identified 51,000 people who support our affiliates’ campaigns and want 
to get more involved with their work; and recruited 7,000 recurring monthly dues-paying 
members who have generated almost $600,000 in membership dues. The first two 
canvasses we launched now generate enough revenue to pay for the cost of their 
programs, and we expect the other canvass programs to reach self-sufficiency by 2021.  

 

 
98 https://freebeacon.com/issues/soros-funded-anti-trump-network-has-acorn-ties/  
99 https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2009/0916/what-is-the-acorn-controversy-about  

https://freebeacon.com/issues/soros-funded-anti-trump-network-has-acorn-ties/
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2009/0916/what-is-the-acorn-controversy-about
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Having experience from their ACORN days when they were using federal funds to support their 
mission, CPD will easily be able to take this affiliate canvassing program and super charge it 
with an influx of federally funded staff who can go door to door in communities advocating for 
climate policies, raising money for CPD, and growing the network of liberal activists.   
 
Importantly, CPD is one of the more confrontational groups in the coalition.  CPD’s executive 
director was famous for harassing Senator Jeff Flake in an elevator in the United States Capitol.  
If CPD staff are willing to harass U.S. Senators it is reasonable to believe that their volunteers – 
and future CCC members - will take a cue from them and aggressively confront their political 
adversaries in their communities and on their doorsteps.  
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Food & Water Watch 
 

OVER THE FIVE YEARS OF THE CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORPS, THE FOOD & WATER WATCH AND THE 

CLIMATE CORPS MEMBERS IT DEPLOYS, WOULD SEE AN INFLOW OF FEDERAL PAYMENTS AND 

BENEFITS OF $937,145,758.46, FUNDING A TOTAL OF 10649 CIVILIAN CLIMATE CORP 

ACTIVISTS. 
 
Food and Water Watch is one of the left’s leading scare groups, bringing together a radical 
agenda of pseudo-science.  Their policy prescriptions include: 100 
 

• A National Ban on Hydraulic Fracturing 

• An End to All Fossil Fuels Replaced by 100% Renewable Energy 

• A Ban on Genetically Modified Foods 

• Shutting Down Large-Scale farms because they drive climate change   

• A ban on bottled water 

• Ban on Fluoride in municipal water.  

 
Food and Water’s activism is regularly characterized by them as climate focused and its focus 
on closing fossil fuel facilities and replacing them with renewable facilities fits squarely within 
the CCC permissible purpose of the “Enabling a coordinated transition to renewable energy, 
which may include advising on climate and energy policy.” There seems nothing more policy 
oriented in enabling the transition to renewable energy than advocating and organizing to ban 
fossil fuels, other than nuclear and hydropower, the only alternatives to renewables.   
 
Additionally, because of Food and Water’s perceived impact of bottled water on climate, 
through its use of plastic bottles, a campaign to ban bottled water and a ban on fluoride would 
fit squarely within the mandate of the CCC to “Building healthier and pollution-free 
communities, which may include remediation of the effects of toxins and other hazardous 
pollution, including lead exposure in drinking water and the home.” Food and Water would 
likely construe fluoride and what they see as a questionable history of chemical contamination 
in bottled water as legitimate threats to the environment.  101  Lastly, they would undoubtedly 
see their efforts to ban large scale (what they call factory) farms wholly consistent with the 
CCC’s mandate to “developing farm to institution distribution models to make schools, 
hospitals, and other institutions healthier and more food resilient.” For them the elimination of 
large-scale farming would be the clearest model for a new food distribution system.   
 

 
100 https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-
ruining-our-climate/  
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/issues/food-system/  
https://foodandwaterwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/fluoride_fs_july_2009_0.pdf  
101 https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/fs_1803_bottled-water-web.pdf  

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-ruining-our-climate/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/07/21/its-time-for-an-urgent-intervention-in-the-food-system-ruining-our-climate/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/issues/food-system/
https://foodandwaterwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/fluoride_fs_july_2009_0.pdf
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/fs_1803_bottled-water-web.pdf
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Advocate Phone-banking Network 
 
Food and Water has a clear model for their activities, and it is very intrusive and disruptive to 
families but would seem completely consistent with the CCC.   The propose many different 
activities including:  
 

1. Call Team 
This team calls people all over the country to help generate turnout to rallies and marches, 
and makes sure people get out to vote in critical local elections. We also give folks a heads-
up when important legislation or issues arise in their communities and connect them with 
their elected officials offices. Having one-on-one conversations is crucial to moving people 
to take action, and this team uses a great online calling program to make lots of calls very 
quickly. 
 
2. Text Team 
This team sends text messages to let people know about important opportunities to take 
action and get involved in their area. We use a really simple person-to-person texting 
website (so you text from your computer, not your phone!) that makes it easy for you to 
text a lot of people and have personalized conversations with supporters. We turn out 
people to the polls, to rallies, and to their elected officials' offices. 

 
Because there is a reasonable argument to be made that all the activities Food and Water 
currently undertakes are permissible under a CCC, the passage of the CCC will likely create a 
cadre of government funded activists to call and text harassing citizens about radical issues like 
GMO and fluoridation.    
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